
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 
Inland Marine Expo Releases Schedule of Events, Moves to “The Dome” for 4th Annual 

 
ST. LOUIS, Mo. – March 3, 2017 – The Waterways Journal is gearing up for its fourth annual Inland Marine 
Expo (IMX) for the inland and intracoastal marine transportation industry. The event will take place May 22-
24 at America’s Center in St. Louis, Mo.  
 
Attendees will include representatives from inland ports and terminals, barge and towing companies, 
shippers, fleeting and harbor service providers, marine contractors, shipyards and repair facilities, 
engineers, divers, surveyors and other professional service providers, as well as related government 
agencies.  
 
IMX will move to The Dome at America’s Center with an attendee-friendly floorplan and new audio and 
visual capabilities.  In the heart of downtown, America’s Center offers a safe and affordable experience, 
with amenities and local attractions within walking distance. 
 
 “We are excited to welcome over 250 exhibitors to St. Louis, along with an estimated 2,000 total attendees,” 
said Nelson Spencer Jr., president of The Waterways Journal. “IMX has a winning record, increasing in 
scope and value each year.  2017 will be no different as we set a new bar for the growing show.” 
 
The show will attract attendees from across the country.  The Marriott St. Louis Grand hotel was selected 
as the headquarters hotel and the Embassy Suites St. Louis Downtown will also be used.   
 
In addition to moving to The Dome, IMX has made several exciting changes for 2017. Registration for this 
year’s show will include all of the below, and more: 
 

• An active show floor full of 250 interactive exhibits, new product and service demos, live safety 
training, and special opportunities like a rope throwing contest, professional development lounge 
and more; 

• Two special keynotes by top-rated nationally recognized speakers; 
• A FULL conference agenda. Registrants will have 15 sessions to pick from, including in-depth 

presentations covering industry trends and projections from Informa Economics IEG, three 
Subchapter M compliance breakout sessions; two dock engineering and maintenance panels; a 
session covering electronic navigation, a discussion on social media challenges and best practices; 
and a panel on how best to market and improve tonnage in your region; and 

• Admission to several special networking events, including a towboat christening and a waterfront 
reception hosted by Living Lands & Waters. 
   

Another special addition for 2017 is a career fair organized by RiverWorks Discovery to take place on May 
24, the final day of the show. For those looking for employment, the waterways offer a terrific career 
opportunity with the potential for solid wages. Qualifying job applicants will be offered complimentary 
registration for the day of the fair. 
 
Bring the whole team to IMX and take away crucial information that will help your organization save, earn, 
learn and connect. 



 
More information about the Inland Marine Expo can be found at http://inlandmarineexpo.com/.  
 
 
About The Industry 
The inland and intracoastal marine transportation industry is composed of more than 3,800 boats, 30,000 
barges and thousands of docks on 12,000+ miles of waterways.  Barge transportation is vital to the U.S. 
economy.  More than 575 million tons of freight valued at $213 billion moved along U.S. inland and 
intracoastal waterways in 2015, resulting in significant savings to both shippers and consumers while 
supporting an estimated 500,000 good paying jobs.  It is also a major contributor to a healthy environment.  
Barges have by far the smallest carbon footprint when compared to either truck or rail.  In addition to barges 
and towing vessels, passenger vessel operators, ferries, government agencies, local municipalities, 
commercial fishermen and others depend and operate on our inland waterways. 
 
About The Waterways Journal 
The Waterways Journal Inc. is a full-service media company that produces trade magazines, trade shows, 
directories, websites and related communications. It is a family owned business operating in St. Louis, Mo. 
since 1887. Through its division, Ripple Custom Media, it also produces consumer titles and provides 
custom publishing services. The company currently publishes The Waterways Journal Weekly, Inland River 
Guide, Inland River Record, International Dredging Review, Marina Dock Age, HeartLand Boating, 
Quimby’s Cruising Guide and Terrain. To find out more, go to www.wjinc.net.  
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